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From May of 2020 to January of 2021, there have been three separate occurrences of zebra 

mussels being discovered in Candlewood Lake. While these discoveries do not indicate a large 
scale population in the lake as yet, they certainly indicate that the threat of invasive species is 
right at our doorstep. While Zebra Mussels are one of the most well-known, there are countless 
other potential invasive species we are concerned about as well: Hydrilla, Water Chestnut, 
Quagga Mussels, Curly-leaf Pondweed, and many more. These invasive species not only present 
imminent threats to the fragile equilibrium of Candlewood Lake’s ecosystem, but a huge 
potential economic burden. Managing these plants and animals that are uniquely suited to taking 
over freshwater ecosystems can cost hundreds of thousands of dollars annually in a lake the size 
of Candlewood. If left unmanaged, they can decimate the real estate value of lake-side homes 
and communities by irreversibly harming the recreational value of the water. All this to say, we 
have both a conservational and economic interest in making sure invasive species (plural) do not 
enter Candlewood Lake, Connecticut’s largest and most recreationally used lake. 

In an effort to increase education at the public ramps, the CLA is creating a “Lake Steward” 
program to offer educational materials and free voluntary boat inspections at the public launches 
around Candlewood Lake on a rotating schedule. We are also aware of DEEP’s Boater 
Education Assistants program that offers voluntary inspections and education. However, these 
are not enough to protect Candlewood Lake from invasive species. Boaters can still enter the 
lake nearly unfettered and uninspected, with little to no oversight. In the current configuration, it 
is not a question of if invaders can enter Candlewood, it is a question of when. We are writing 
this letter to urge you, as an elected official or state agency that can affect positive change, to 
help us in protecting Candlewood Lake. 

 
We are offering 3 solutions to help protect Candlewood from Invasive Species: 

1. All public launches should be gated and only open to the public when manned by trained 
staff that can inspect boats and educate boaters. 

2. Inspections of boats for Invasive species should be mandatory to launch your boat in 
Candlewood Lake. If a boat or trailer is found to house invasive species, that boater 
should be turned away until their boat is decontaminated appropriately. 

3. A nominal fee should be collected to launch your boat on Candlewood Lake that would 
go towards community education, public safety, improvements to the launches, and 
continued staffing of the launches for inspections. 

If these three efforts were initiated in earnest at the 2 state launches and each of the 5 town 
launches around the lake, the threat of invasive species would be vanishingly small, while the 
boating community would be more educated and responsible when entering and using the lake 
for recreation. The Candlewood Lake Authority, of course, will assist in creating educational 
materials, implementing these solutions, and training staff for boat inspections and community 
education. We also will continue our mission of providing public safety on the water, and 
offering environmental education to the community. We know that these 7 entrances to the lake 



are not the only ones, and these solutions would allow us to focus our attention on ensuring that 
private community launches and privately owned marinas are also implementing best practices to 
prevent invasive species. 
            These 3 solutions would not only be hugely beneficial to Candlewood Lake, but to all 
inland waters in Connecticut. While our interest is specifically in protecting Candlewood Lake, it 
must also be stated that every inland waterbody and stream are under threat from invasive 
species, and all of Connecticut would benefit from these solutions being implemented statewide. 
However, we know how enormous an effort a state-wide initiative like this is, and urge you to 
implement these practices on Candlewood Lake before it is too late. We want to serve as an 
example of how to successfully protect an inland waterbody from invasive species in 
Connecticut, while also protecting the critical ecosystem, recreational, and economic resource of 
Candlewood Lake from potential disaster.  
 


