
  

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

March 9, 2016 
 

 

 

Attending:       Absent: 

G. Linkletter  Sherman  P. Eng   New Milford 

H. Berger  Sherman  P. Schaer  Sherman 

J. Keating  New Fairfield  J. Murphy  Brookfield  

J. Hodge  New Fairfield  B. Brown  Brookfield 

J. Wodarski  New Milford  E. Siergiej  Danbury 

M. Toussaint   New Milford    

W. Lohan  Brookfield   

D. Rosemark  Danbury    

C. Robinson  Danbury 

B. Kemble  New Fairfield 

  

F. Frattini, CLA Administrative Coordinator   

M. Howarth, CLA Public Education Director  

L. Marsicano, CLA Executive Director 

 

Recorder:   F. Frattini 

 

Guests:    Mark Propper, Danbury 

  Sui Wodarski, New Milford 

  Matt Busse, WCSU 

  Sue Slater, Selectman, Brookfield 

  Katrina Koerting, News Times 

  Jim McAlister, New Fairfield 

   
 In the absence of Chairman, Mark Toussaint, Vice Chairman, called the regular meeting 

of the Candlewood Lake Authority to order at 7:32 P.M. at Brookfield Town Hall, Brookfield, 
CT.   He welcomed the guests and advised that the Chairman is doing well after her surgery. 

 

Secretary’s Report: George Linkletter, Secretary noted that due to a mechanical failure 

the minutes of the February 10, 2016 meeting were not recorded and he then made a motion to 
accept the minutes of the February 10, 2016 regular meeting as written, seconded by Bill Lohan 

and voted with all in favor except one abstaining, Jack Keating. Minutes have been accepted as 

written.   
 

Public Safety Committee – Joe Wodarski, Committee Co-Chairman noted that there was 

nothing to report. 
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Public Education Director/Public Awareness Committee: 

Mark Howarth, Public Education Director noted that his report is attached to these 
minutes and advised that he had met with Chief Vane about the idea to build profiles about the 

Lake Patrol Officers to better understand who they are, what they do both on and off the water, 

they are working on a questionnaire and any officers who wants to participate will be featured.  

The Bill in the State Assembly regarding the nighttime reduced speed limit was included in a 
survey sent out via social media. Mr. Marsicano reported that the responses were 3 to 2 in favor 

but the waterfront were mixed on the issue. 

Mr. Howarth reported that he will be participating at the Sherman School SPTO family 
Science night with the Enviroscape from 6 to 8 PM tomorrow night and invited anyone who 

wanted to attend. 

Under Public Awareness:  he reported that State of the Lake will be on Saturday, April 2, 
2016 at Sail Harbour Clubhouse and asked for a delegate from each Town to personally invite 

their CEO – Brookfield, Bill Lohan, Danbury, Dan Rosemark, New Fairfield, John Hodge, New 

Milford, Mark Toussaint and Sherman, George Linkletter.  All delegates are also invited but need 

to RSVP.  He advised that the Authority will again be participating at New Milford Village Fair 
Days that are July 29 and 30 and volunteers are needed for four-hour shifts.  The Committee also 

discussed possible Grant opportunities for the Cleanup and new Zebra Mussel signage (a redesign 

and replacement of the present signs). 
 

Chairman’s Report:  In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Toussaint advised that he had 

spoken to the Chairman and there were two items that should be addressed at the meeting tonight 
– the negative unassigned number from the Audit and the proposed legislation SB418 -  Act 

Requiring Lake Authorities to comply with municipal budget standards. 

Mr. Toussaint began that the negative unassigned number in the audit has accumulated 

over time and that the CLA is committed to reduce and remove this negative number from the 
financial statements.  In order to do this the CLA will need to maintain funding at the same level 

and reduce expenses, hopefully for four thousand dollars to begin to reduce the negative 

unassigned balance.  The Executive Committee would like to formulate a plan and bring it to the 
delegates at the April meeting, as they are committed to resolve this.  Regarding the Legislation 

SB418 this Bill was introduced without consultation of any Lake Authority in the State and the 

hearing is on Friday, March 11th.  There were a number of questions regarding what these 

reporting requirements would entail, will there be increased costs, what is the Authority being 
asked to do, after reviewing the Statues CGS 7-344 to 348 and 349 there are just too many 

questions as to how these Statutes apply to a Lake Authority, noting that the hearing is on Friday.  

Discussion followed.  John Hodge noted that Municipal Budget standards require that you would 
comply same as the Towns not to go over budget.  The Statutes have penalties for going over 

budget and personal liability for going over as well.  Mr. Berger questioned is that the budget 

numbers or the audit numbers?  It is believed that the Auditor is most familiar with the Municipal 
Budget Standards and would be the person to ask about this.  A number of delegates were of the 

opinion that they would like to understand the legislation before forming an opinion. 

George Linkletter made a motion that the CLA Board direct the Executive Director to 

support either in person or in writing SB-418, seconded by John Hodge.  Discussion followed.  It 
was noted that certain provisions of the Statutes do not apply to the Authority, section 7-348 

provides for penalties if the budget goes over.  It was questioned who would be personally 

responsible and Mr. Hodge responded that he believed that is the highest paid employee of the 
Department. Mr. Jim McAlister from the audience noted nobody understands the Statues and it is 

not fair to ask the Board to agree to support it until it is understood.  The CLA agrees that it will 

adhere to the laws of the State, but wants to understand how this CGS applies to a Lake 
Authority.  There appeared to be agreement that compliance with municipal budget standards as 

applicable to a lake authority in that it cannot spend in excess of appropriations and other 
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revenues.  Grants and fundraising monies are not in the budget as the budget should be just the 

operating expenses, fundraising and grants would be recognized as income as it is received and is 
not included in the budget.  It does not prohibit fundraising from being in the budget.  Mr. Lohan 

advised that the present monthly report included all operating expenses.  Previously items that 

were covered by fundraising were listed as unbudgeted items on a separate page and these have 

now been brought into the budget pages.  There is still work that needs to be done as a 
contingency line and Capital Improvement line still need to be included.  With no further 

discussion the motion was read and voted: John Hodge, Jack Keating and George Linkletter in 

Favor (3), Mark Toussaint, Bill Lohan, Howie Berger and Joe Wodarski - Opposed (4) and Chris 
Robinson, Dan Rosemark and Bruce Kemble abstained.  Motion defeated.  Howie Berger made a 

motion to have the Executive Director submit in writing that the CLA understands and is favor of 

a balanced budget and to obtain clarification, council and advice on how this will affect a lake 
authority, seconded by Mark Toussaint.  Discussion followed.  It was noted that this submission 

would be sent to the delegates prior to being sent to Hartford.  Delegates advised that they had not 

had any time to speak to their respective CEO’s regarding this Bill.  Mr. Rosemark suggested that 

the CLA adopt the rules and agree to a balanced budget.  The report of the New Fairfield Auditor 
and the CLA Auditor were very close, no one wants to go over budget and no one really wants to 

fundraise.  Again Mr. Rosemark suggested that the Board could adopt the rules and not wait for 

the State.  The provision of the Bill will affect the other Lake Authorities in the State, Mr. 
Marsicano has made them aware of the bill and that they can submit comments.  Mr. Hodge 

requested under FOI the contact information for the other Lake Authorities in the State.  It came 

back to the fact that the delegates need more information on how this bill will affect a Lake 
Authority.  CLA could adopt on its own that it endorses legislation as a legal limit and 

establishing penalties for exceeding the legal limit of the budget and there are exceptions as 

applicable to all municipalities.  Mr. Hodge advised the delegates that the New Fairfield Board of 

Finance, in order for them to act on the budget request, they require by the end of the month how 
the CLA plans to stay on budget and to reduce/payback the unassigned negative balance.  The 

motion was reread – it was asked who would offer the council on the legislation – discussion that 

the Office of Policy and Management would do this after it has been adopted.  Mr. Toussaint 
advised that it may be best to work with the Auditor on a plan.  The motion was voted as follows: 

Bill Lohan, George Linkletter, Mark Toussaint, Joe Wodarski, Howie Berger – in favor (5), John 

Hodge, Jack Keating – opposed (2) and Dan Rosemark, Chris Robinson and Bruce Kemble (3) 

abstained.  Motion carried and the Executive Director will prepare a submission for the hearing. 
Howie Berger noted that per the Auditor and based on the opinion letter from Attorney 

Backer money used for education expenses could be expended from the restricted funds. 

 
Vice Chairman’s Report: Mark Toussaint, Vice Chairman, noted that he had nothing to 

report that was not already covered. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Bill Lohan, Treasurer, reported  

that 2/3rds of the fiscal year is done and 93% of receipts have been received from the Towns and 

all other. Expenditures are in good shape with Administration at 73%, Equipment/Facilities 58%, 

Public Safety 57%, Public Awareness 85%, Watershed Management 64% and overall 
expenditures at 70% of budget. A new reporting template will be worked on with the auditor for 

next fiscal year.   Any transfers to cover a shortfall needs to be identified and then voted on by all 

delegates.  As the auditor advised the unassigned number can be brought down by any surplus in 
the operating budget at the end of the fiscal year.  It was suggested that the Finance Committee 

meet to work on the questions from the New Fairfield Board of Finance on how the CLA plans to 

stay on budget and to reduce/payback the unassigned negative balance and then there will need to 
be a special meeting of the CLA to approve the plan.   Mr. Lohan moved that the Treasurer’s 

Report of Income and Expenses for the month ended February 29, 2016 be approved as 
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presented, seconded by Mark Toussaint and voted with all in favor and John Hodge and Chris 

Robinson abstaining and Jack Keating opposed.  Motion passed and the Treasurer’s Report of 
Income and Expenses for the month ended February 29, 2016 has been approved and filed for 

audit.  

It was noted that the CLA would be working with the new auditor on reporting for easier 

understanding and compliance with the municipal standards. 
 

Executive Director: Larry Marsicano Executive Director, advised his report is attached 

to these minutes and then noted the highlights.  He reported that the Town of Brookfield BOS 
and BOF have approved the 2016/2017 proposed budget request.  Mr. McAlister will be 

sponsoring Soil Testing Day in Sherman and New Fairfield on April 23 and would welcome any 

CLA delegate volunteers to help out. It was also noted that the Executive Director submit 
comments on the Lake Advisory reports and minutes to FERC advising there are issues but the 

CLA would like to discuss with the new owners prior to making a formal submission. 

 

Equipment/Facilities:  In the absence of the Committee Chairman there was nothing to 
report 

 

Watershed Management Committee:  Mark Toussaint of the Committee Chair advised 
nothing to report. 

 

Old Business/New Business: George Linkletter noted that the BOF in New Fairfield 
had an objection to inadequate controls and if they do not have the CLA plan by the end of the 

month, they may not fund the CLA for the next fiscal year. 

Mr. Toussaint noted that he will contact the Chairman and Treasurer to schedule a 

Finance Committee meeting to formulate a plan and then schedule a special meeting to approve 
the plan on how to not exceed the budget this year and how to pay down the unassigned negative 

balance as presented to the CLA by Mr. Hodge from the New Fairfield BOF. 

  
Any and All Business: It was reported that at the request of the Chairman the April 

meeting will be held at Mallory Town Hall in Sherman and not the Brookfield Town Hall. 

With no further business to come before the Candlewood Lake Authority, John Hodge 

moved to adjourn the meeting seconded by Chris Robinson. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:05 P. M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

George Linkletter, Secretary 
Frances Frattini, Administrative Coordinator 

 

r/b/ljm 

These minutes are not considered official until they have been approved at 

the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Candlewood Lake Authority. 
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Executive Director’s Report 

March 4, 2016 
Larry Marsicano 

 
The following report summarizes Executive Director activities from February 4, 2016 to March 4, 2016 

 
FERC / FirstLight Related 
In February I contacted Howie Person of FirstLight regarding our interest to meet to discuss 
their January 29th filings with FERC on reports including the Buffer Progress Report and the 
Form 80 / Recreation Report and the November 2015 LAC meeting minutes.  Our written 
comments on the reports and minutes were not included in the submittal to FERC and not all 
CLA comments were addressed by FirstLight in their submittal.  FirstLight has agreed to meet.  
We continue to work on finding a date/time suitable for for this meeting.  

I did meet with Mr. Person and FirstLight as well as LAC Member at Large, Scott Randall, 
regarding vegetated buffer accelaration on March 1st.  FirstLight expressed willingness to 
expedite the shoreline revegetation process and committed to drafting a concept on how this 
might be achieved which will be shared with a larger group in the future.  The draft will be sent 
to Mr. Randall and me for comments.  In summary the 5 year window would be reduced to 3 
years by 2018 but in a stepwise process. 

Later on March 1st I learned of the sale of lake by GDF Suez NA to Public Sector Pension (PSP) 
Investments, a Canadian company.  I notified Delegates, staff and CEOs who were unaware of 
the transaction and appreciative of the correspondence.  I was also contacted by staff from US 
Senator Murphy’s and US Congresswoman Esty’s Offices. 

On February 25th I received an email from FirstLight with a link to the draft report from the 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) on the milfoil mapping for 2015.  The report 
revealed that there were 441 acres of milfoil found in August of 2015, the most found following 
a deep drawdown winter.  The next closest total acres of milfoil following a deep drawdown is 
373 (observed in 2009).  For comparative purposes, I have provided a figure comparing  the first 
nine years of drawdowns (1985 – 1993) to the last nine years of drawdowns (2007 – 2015) at 
the end of this report.  A meeting has been scheduled for March 22nd to discuss the CAES report 
and the report 2015 Zebra Mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) Early Detection Project in the 
Housatonic River and Candlewood Lake, Falls Village, Bulls Bridge, and Rocky River Hydroelectric 
Projects which we are supposed to receive in the coming days.  To access the milfoil mapping 
report, click the link below. 

http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/invasive_aquatic_plant_program/pdf_reports/firstlightbulleti
n2015_reduced.pdf  
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Budget / Audit 
On Saturday, February 27th, George Linkletter and I attended the Sherman Budget Hearing.  I 
presented our budget and discussed several lake related issues with the Sherman Selectmen 
and Town Treasurer, Eric Holub.  I also shared our thanks for the recommendation of Sandra 
Welwood who performed our most recent audit.  Mr. Holub commented on their appreciation 
of Ms. Welwood. 

On night of Wednesday, March 2nd NM Delegates Mark Toussaint and Joe Wodarski met with 
Joint Town Council / Board of Finance to present our budget.  Mr. Toussaint reported later that 
the presentation was well received. 

Legislative Items 
On February 11th I learned that a bill had been raised by Environment Committee at the request 
of Rep. Rich Smith that, if passed, would reduce the speed limit on Candlewood Lake to 15 mph 
between the hours of 11pm to 6am. The title was Raised House Bill No. 5145 – AAC BOATING 
SAFETY ON CANDLEWOOD LAKE and the public hearing  was set for February 19th.  Because we 
did not have any advanced warning, CLA Committees or the Board did not have the time to 
form a position on this.  This was expressed in the presss.  Nonetheless I felt it important that 
we share with Environment Committee whatever background we could.  With the help of 
several delegates, testimony was written and submitted to Environment Committee on 
February 23rd and is attached to this report.  That testimony discussed a survey that Mark 
Howarth had developed and desseminated via the CLA Facebook site and email.  Prior to 
closing the survey on February 29th, 630 responses were recorded with the ration of 
proponents: opponents at just over 3:2. 

On Wednesday, February 17th we received a call from Legislative Aide, Amanda Zavagnin, 
requesting our recent audit on behalf of State Sen. McLachlin.  Our audit was emailed to the 
Ms. Zavagnin with the request that the Senator contact me.  She conveyed to me that the 
Senator needed the audit for a meeting he had that day.   

On Friday, February 19th Senator McLachlan contacted and informed me that he had requested 
that the Government Administration and Elections Committee of the Connecticut General 
Assembly raise a bill that requires lake authorities, subject to CGS 7-151a, comply with 
municipal budget standards.  This action was taken, as reported to me by Sen. McLachlan, in 
response to comments by CLA Delegate John Hodge at the New Fairfield Town Meeting on 
Tuesday, February 16th where Sen. McLachlan had planned to discuss State budget issues.  On 
February 19th, the Senator emailed his request to all local elected officials (see attached).  Also 
on February 19th, the Planning and Development Committee of the CGA added the bill concept 
to their consent calendar which could be voted on until the start of the Public Hearing (see 
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2016/pddata/cm/2016CM-00219-R001100PD-CM.htm).  At this time 
and to the best of my knowledge, no bill has been formally raised.  I did ask Legislative Aide 
Zavagnin to contact me if it was raised.  Lastly on that Friday, Sen. McLachlan requested our 
recent budget which I sent. 
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I have discussed this initiative with most of the the other seven lake authorities in Connecticut, 
with other elected leaders and with our auditor, Sandra Welwood.  Part of the discussion with 
Ms. Welwood included the considerations of additional expense to meet reporting standards.  
Amounts of $5,000 to $10,000 dollars were mentioned. 

Collaboration with WCSU on Cyanotoxin Testing 
As reported in my February 4, 2016 report, we are working with WCSU to develop a cyanotoxin 
monitoring program whereby water samples from public beaches on Candlewood, Squantz and 
Zoar would be collected and analyzed for microcystins weekly in July and August.  This initiative 
is ongoing.  We facilitated a conference call on February 11th between Dr. Ed Wong of WCSU 
whose lab would undertake this project and Dr. Keith Loftin of the Organic Geochemistry 
Research Laboratory of the U.S. Geological Survey who is doing national research in the field of 
cyanotoxin detection. 

Dr. Wong and I worked on a budget and I wrote and submitted a grant proposal that would 
cover a large part of the proposed project. 

On March 2nd I met with Paul Steinmetz, WCSU Director of University and Community Relations, 
to provide a briefing on this project and discuss developing additional support from the 
surrounding communities.  

Zebra Mussels/ CO2 / Praxair 
A conference call was held on February 26th that included Dr. Kevin Kelly from the Bureau of 
Reclamation, a project team from Praxair, and me.  We are working out some of the details on 
the proposed study using CO2 to stop live zebra mussel veligers from leaving Laurel Lake in Lee, 
MA and have re-initiated the permit process with correspondence to the CT DEEP, Lee 
Conservation Commission and MA DEP.  I have also had telephone and email correspondence 
with Mr. Roger Scheurer, owner of the lake, dam, and pipe at Laurel Lake.  Mr. Scheurer 
continues to be very supportive of the proposed study, tentatively being planned for August of 
2016. 

Co-Sponsoring Soil Testing Day 
A Soil Testing Day event is being planned for April 23rd, and is largely organized by Jim McAlister 
of Candlewood Watershed Initiative.  Currently there are two soil drop off sites (New Fairfield 
and Sherman) and a seminar series is being planned.  I have committed to providing a talk as 
part of the seminar series.  Mr. McAlister is looking for volunteers to help receive soil samples 
from local residents which will be analyzed for nutrient contents by scientists at the 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station.  This has been a highly successful program.  Please 
contact me if you or someone you know would like to volunteer. 

Paper on Long-term trends in Candlewood Lake Submitted 
On Sunday, February 28th a manuscript entitled Statistical Assessment of Long-term Trends for 
Management of Candlewood Lake, Connecticut, USA was submitted to the Editor-in-Chief of a 
peer-reviewed scientific / lake management journal.  Authors were Dr. Priya Kohlia (Conn Coll), 
Dr. Peter Siver (Conn Coll) , Larry Marsicano (CLA), Dr. Josie Hamer (WCSU) and Alex Coffin 
(Conn Coll).  The peer-review process can take up to several months. 
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Change of Date and Venue for CT Federation of Lakes Conference 
The Connecticut Federation of Lakes is now holding its Conference on Saturday, April 9th at the 
Kobylenski Lodge at Camp Cochipianee in Goshen, CT.  This conference will be of value to lake 
associations and tax districts not only for the information on lake health, but also because of 
legal health of homeowners associations and tax districts.  Presentations and presenters will 
include: 
 
 Lake Community By-Laws (development, goals, do/don’t’s, revising, etc.) by Attorney Ed 

Spinella from Reid and Reige (Hartford, CT) 
 Tax Districts and Homeowners Associations by Attorney Tom Beecher of Collins Hannafin 

(Danbury, CT) 
 Keeping Your Lake (Financially)Afloat by Randy Miller of the East Haddam Lakes Association 
 Legislative, Regulatory, Invasive Plant Council Update by State Sen. Clark Chapin, CT DEEP's 

Chuck Lee and Invasive Plant Council Member Tom McGowan 
 UCONN CLEAR LID Study and LID Ideas for Lakes by Mike Deitz of CT NEMO (Nonpoint 

Education for Municipal Officials) 
 "Dream it - and do it! by Wynn Muller of the Maine Lakes Society and Friends of Wilson 

Lake 
 
In addition, State Senator Clark Chapin will be honored for his efforts on behalf of CT Lakes.  For 
more information, go to www.ctlakes.org.  



5 
 

  Comparison of the first nine years (top panel) with the last nine years (bottom panel) 
of winter drawdowns at Candlewood Lake. 
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February 23, 2016 

Environment Committee  

Testimony Submitted by Laurence J. Marsicano, CLA Executive Director  

Raised House Bill No. 5145 – AAC BOATING SAFETY ON CANDLEWOOD LAKE 

 

Dear Co-Chairs Sen. Kennedy and Rep. Albis, Vice Chairs Sen. Moore and Rep. Arconti, 

Ranking Members Sen. Chapin and Rep. Shaban, and Members of the Environment 

Committee: 

We apologize for not responding to this bill sooner.  While the Board of the Candlewood 

Lake Authority has not had the time to formally take a position on this bill, they did believe 

it important that I provide some perspective for your consideration. 

It is quite likely that Candlewood Lake experiences higher boating use at night relative to 

other lakes in Connecticut.  This is due, in part, to the significant access by shoreline 

residents and those with boats at commercial, public or private marinas who may want to 

boat at night for a variety of reasons (e.g. visiting other lakefront residents, overnighting on 

the water, visiting Down the Hatch Restaurant, fishing, etc.). To our knowledge, these 

incidents of night time boating use have never been quantified.   

In recent years, night time organized prize fishing tournaments have been scheduled on the 

lake.  During the summer of 2015 no less than twelve night time tournaments were 

scheduled for eight summer weekends.  Total anglers and boats scheduled were 325 and 

203, respectively.  These tournaments were scheduled to start at 7 or 8 pm and end 

sometime between 4 and 8am depending on the tournament.  

Each year for literally decades the Danbury Volunteer Fire Department holds an evening 

fireworks display on a weekend night in celebration of Independence Day. Literally 

hundreds of boats are on the water that night to view the display which goes on after dark 

(approximately 9:30pm) and end sometime after 10pm.  Both the State and the CLA 

provide additional patrol man-hours on the lake for the event. 
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Candlewood Lake is a highly utilized recreational boating resource used by a wide variety 

of recreational users during a wide variety of times and is also the “backyard” for over 

1,500 lakefront homes and another three to four thousand homes in surrounding lake 

homeowner’s associations, tax districts, etc. of which there about sixty.  All of these factors 

have contributed in numerous recreational user conflicts, e.g. water-skiers vs fishermen; 

paddlers and sailors vs power boaters; etc.  Perhaps the conflict most reported to the CLA 

is that between lakefront and lake community homeowners and the organized fishing 

tournament community. For a complete report on recreational boating pressures and user 

conflict on the lake see: 

http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=12077765  

Candlewood Lake is also under the jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission through their licensee, FirstLight Power Resources.  The recent submittals to 

FERC by FirstLight, e.g. Form-80 / 6 Year Recreational Summary Report or Report on the 

recent Lake Advisory Committee Meeting minutes did not discuss nighttime use.  In fact, 

FirstLight depicts Candlewood’s recreational boating pressures as far below carrying 

capacity which most on the CLA, our Lake Patrol and I would not subscribe to.  FirstLight’s 

recent submittal to FERC with response to some of our concerns (Appendix B) can be found 

at: 

http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=14130308  

We believe there will be support for this bill among many, but not all, of the residents living 

around Candlewood Lake and less support from the portion of our community who visit.  In 

the interest of understanding community sentiment on this issue we recently posted the 

bill’s concept on social media with a link to an electronic questionnaire.  Responses to the 

post included: 

What is the current speed limit for the same time span? 

Safety? What about sundown to 11pm? I think they need to rethink the proposed hours. The 

current rule makes more sense. There are more boats on the water in the evening before 

11pm than there are after. The proposed hours seem more like a noise concern. 

Do you know when this bill will be voted on? 

Definitely should be lower at sunset too. 

Our post appears to have reached over 1,770 people and has been shared 15 times.  So far 

our electronic questionnaire which has been responded to 98 times with almost equal 

numbers of supporters (43) as there are opposed (55). 

http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/opennat.asp?fileID=12077765
http://elibrary.ferc.gov/idmws/common/OpenNat.asp?fileID=14130308
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We appreciate the Committee’s raising Bill No. 5145 – AAC BOATING SAFETY ON 

CANDLEWOOD LAKE because of the attention on all recreational boating safety issues it 

raises.  Any help that the State can offer in addressing this and other user conflict issues on 

Candlewood Lake would also be greatly appreciated.  We do intend to continue to gather 

information via our social media and through meetings with the many stakeholder groups 

we encounter and commit to reporting to the Environment Committee on our findings in 

the future.   

In closing, please accept our thanks for all the work you do in the interests of Connecticut’s 

natural resources. 

Sincerely, 

CANDLEWOOD LAKE AUTHORITY 

 

 
Laurence J. Marsicano 
Executive Director 
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Larry Marsicano
From: Sen. McLachlan, Michael <Michael.McLachlan@cga.ct.gov>Sent: Friday, February 19, 2016 1:59 PMTo: Sen. Chapin, Clark; Rep. Smith, Richard; Rep. Buck-Taylor, Cecilia; Rep. Arconti, David; Rep. Carter, Dan; Rep. Giegler, Janice; Rep. Harding, Stephen; Rep. Godfrey, BobCc: m.boughton@ci.danbury.ct.us; Susan Chapman (SChapman@newfairfield.org); Clay Cope (ccope@townofshermanct.org); Mayor@newmilford.org; sdunn@brookfieldct.gov; Larry Marsicano (claexecdir@earthlink.net); Zavagnin, AmandaSubject: Candlewood Lake Authority ProposalAttachments: Lake Authority Budget Proposal GAE 2-17-16.pdf

Dear Candlewood Lake Legislators, 
  
I submitted the attached request to GAE for consideration of a bill related to lake authorities in CT. 
Essentially, I am asking for a statutory change that seeks to require lake authorities to comply with 
municipal budget standards. Senator Cassano kindly carried the request to the Planning & 
Development Committee and they raised the concept today. 
  
Regards, 
Mike   
Senator Michael A. McLachlan 
Capitol Office - (860) 240-0068 
State Capitol 
Hartford, CT 06106 
  
www.SenatorMcLachlan.com 
Twitter: SenatorMike 
www.facebook.com/SenatorMichaelMcLachlan       



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
February 17, 2016 
 
Senator Steve Cassano, Chairman 
Representative Ed Jutila, Chairman 
Representative Richard Smith, Ranking Member 
Government Administration and Elections Committee 
Room 2200 
Legislative Office Building 
Hartford, CT 06106 
 
Dear Committee Leadership: 
 
Because individual members may only propose bills of a financial nature this year, I would like to request that the 
Government Administration and Elections Committee raise a bill that requires lake authorities, subject to CGS 7-
151a, comply with municipal budget standards.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely Yours, 

 Michael A. McLachlan 
State Senator  24th District  



 
 
 

March 9, 2016 

Public Education 
Mark Howarth                                                                                          
 

 
 
Patrol Profiles: 
 
We have been working on an idea to get more information out about our Marine Patrol, 
including the professional staff that we employ.  Our Patrol Officers are part-time, 
seasonal staff, with interesting full-time jobs and backgrounds. We wanted to give them 
the opportunity to tell people a little more about themselves, what it’s like to patrol on 
the Lake etc. 
 
We have created an online form for out officers to fill out. It will be optional, but we hope 
to get good participation so that we can highlight the professional members of our Patrol 
and their experience. 
 
 
2016 State of the Lake: 

 
2016 State of the Lake is planned for April 2nd and will be held at the Sail Harbour 
Clubhouse on the New Fairfield / Sherman line. 
 
Registration is required for this event.  We have an online registration process and you 
can find the form at https://www.jotform.com/CandlewoodLakeAuthority/2016-state-of-
the-lake-registration 
 
To date, we have 45 people registered for the event. 
 
Doors open at 9AM and the event kicks off at 9:30.  It will run until approximately 12:30 
pm, or whenever all topics and questions have been discussed. 
 
 
Speed Limit Survey: 
 
When we found out about the bill that was raised in the Environment Committee of the 
Connecticut General Assembly, which proposed a 15 mph speed limit on the lake from 
11pm through sunrise, we decided it was important for us to get feedback from the 
general public about the proposed bill and nighttime speed limit change.   
 
We began by announcing the survey on Facebook and followed that with an email to 
our readers.  The survey link was added to a story by the NewsTimes as well.  As a 
result, we got a very positive response rate on the survey, with 630 people filling it out 
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online.  Larry’s report provides a breakdown of some of the results and some write-in 
responses.  Below is a sample of the questions on the survey. 
 

 
 
Social Media Milestone: 
 
We started our Facebook social media presence in August of 2009, through Howie’s 
initiative.  We grew our following steadily (and perhaps slowly at first as may have been 
expected) but we continued to gain traction and add followers who preferred to get their 
information through Facebook. 
 
Over the last 9 months, we’ve seen a steep increase in our Faceook “friends”, adding 
nearly 900 new followers to top 2,000 for the first time in the last month.   
 
Currently we have 2,038 people following us on Facebook. 
 
People are electing to get their news in many formats these days and we find that 
Facebook is one of the preferred methods for our users. 
 
 



CLA Email Followers: 
 
We are constantly working to keep our email list current with those who have requested 
to receive emails from the CLA.  Each year through our appeal, we get over 100 
individuals who provide us with their email to ensure they are on our list, and we 
manually enter their information if they’re not already on the list.  They also have the 
ability to sign up electronically through our website. 
 
Exactly three years ago this month we migrated to a new email marketing platform, 
iContact.  Instead of sending emails to our readers through Outlook, we began utilizing 
this email marketing platform, which not only allows our emails and graphics to be read 
and seen successfully on all platforms, but provides us with information to understand 
what percentage of our users open our emails to read them etc. so we know if we’re 
reaching our readers with information they’re interested in. 
 
The other key feature about using this type of email marketing platform is that people 
who receive our emails can “unsubscribe” by themselves by clicking a link that’s at any 
email we sent, which will permanently take them off our email list.  This gives people 
who may have moved and aren’t connected to the Lake, or others who may no longer 
with to receive our communications, an easy way to remove themselves from our list.  
That functionality ensures that only those who wish to get emails from us are getting 
them. 
 
Over the past three years, nearly 800 new email addresses have been added to our list.  
Most were added by the users themselves, using our online email sign up form, while 
others may have provided us their email and requested to be added.  In that time, a 
number have people have “unsubscribed as well”.  The result, we hope, is that we are 
reaching as many people as we can who want to receive our emails and newsletters, 
without reaching those who no longer wish to receive them, and our very strong open 
rates (usually 40% and up to and over 50% at times) would support that.   
 
 
Gmail Email: 
 
We have been looking into improving our email service and leaving our current provider, 
Earthlink, as they have been unreliable at times and their service is outdated. 
 
As a replacement, we have been in touch with Gmail’s business email service, which 
will give us improved functionality and a much more up to date and reliable service. 
 
Sherman PTO Family Science Night: 
 
I will be at the Sherman School tomorrow night (3/10) for the Sherman Parent Teacher 
Organization’s Family Science Night from 6:00-8:00pm.  We will have a CLA table there 
and we will be demonstrating the “Enviroscape”, which is a three dimensional 
watershed which demonstrates what happens to fertilizers, chemicals etc. when it rains 
and they turn into stormwater runoff. 
 
 
 
 
 



Press Release / CN Article: 
 
With Larry and George’s help we sent out a press release to all local news outlets.  The 
Citizen News said they planned to run it in the paper this week.  Below is the content of 
that press release. 
 

Candlewood Lake Authority Collaborating with WCSU on Blue-Green Toxin 

Testing 
The Candlewood Lake Authority (CLA) announced that they are developing a new collaboration 

with Western Connecticut State University (WCSU) that will increase the monitoring of potentially 

harmful toxins to help protect the health of the users of Candlewood Lake. 

Cyanobacteria (otherwise known as blue-green algae) can be found in lakes across North America, 

including Candlewood and other area lakes.  Blue-green blooms have been in the news frequently in 

recent years for the problems they are causing public water supplies and recreational use of lakes.  

Under certain conditions, which scientists are still studying and trying to understand, blue-green 

algae can become concentrated and may produce toxins that can impact the health of both humans 

and other animals. 

Last summer, Candlewood Lake saw its first-ever municipal beach closings due to new State 

guidelines which rely on a visual assessment indicating the potential of high blue-green algae toxin 

concentrations.  As a result of the blue-green algae sightings at the five town park beaches, the 

Candlewood Lake Authority went out and collected samples from each one.  Those samples were 

then immediately driven by the CLA to a lab in Berlin, CT for analysis, and it took several days to 

get the results back.  The State guidance recommends having toxin levels measured as one way to 

ensure they are low enough to reopen the beach. 

Last summer CLA began collaborating with WCSU molecular biology professor, Dr. Edward Wong, 

who was interested in studying the genes of various blue-green algae samples that the CLA delivered 

in an effort to understand if certain blue-green algae could produce, and have produced toxins, using 

DNA sequencing methods.  Adding a component to the research whereby toxin levels would be 

measured seemed to be a logical next step. 

In an effort to streamline the blue-green algae toxin testing process with a faster turnaround time and 

more data, the CLA has been in discussions with Dr. Wong, Missy Alexander who is the Dean of 

Arts and Sciences, and Paul Steinmetz who is the Director of University and Community Relations, 

to create a program whereby blue-green algae samples from Candlewood Lake and Lake Zoar will be 

analyzed at WCSU labs in Danbury, on a weekly basis during the months of July and August.  Larry 

Marsicano, Executive Director of the CLA, stated “I have discussed this with the Directors of Health 

in several lake municipalities and believe this program, with quicker result turnaround times, will be 

of great value to our Towns and communities.” 

The CLA has applied for a grant from the Ellen Knowles Harcourt Foundation in New Milford to 

offset some of the costs and they along with WCSU are planning to meet with the elected officials of 

the municipalities on Candlewood and Lake Zoar, which also has public beaches, to help investigate 

funding options for this important public health initiative. 
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