
  

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

October 5, 2016 
 

 

 

Attending:       Absent: 
P. Schaer  Sherman  P. Eng   New Milford 

G. Linkletter   Sherman  B. Kemble  New Fairfield 

J. Murphy  Brookfield  E. Siergiej  Danbury 
W. Lohan  Brookfield  B. Brown  Brookfield   

J. Wodarski  New Milford  J. Keating  New Fairfield 

M. Toussaint   New Milford 

D. Rosemark  Danbury (electronic) 
C. Robinson  Danbury 

J. Hodge  New Fairfield (electronic) 

 
 

F. Frattini, CLA Administrative Coordinator   

M. Howarth, CLA Public Education Director     

L. Marsicano, CLA Executive Director 
R. Barnard, CLAMP Captain 

 

Recorder:   F. Frattini 
 

Guests:    Jim MacAlister, New Fairfield 

  Sui Wodarski, New Milford 
  State Rep. Crag Miner 

   

 Chairman, Phyllis Schaer, called the regular meeting of the Candlewood Lake Authority 

to order at 7:34 P.M. at Mallory Town Hall, Sherman, CT.   She welcomed the guests.  
 

Secretary’s Report: Mrs. Schaer noted that there were no corrections to the September 

14th minutes.   Dan Rosemark made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2016 
meeting as written, seconded by Mark Toussaint and voted with all in favor. Minutes have been 

accepted as written.  

 
Public Safety/CLAMP:  Captain Ron Barnard reported for CLAMP that patrols for the 

season ended on September 30th, yearend statistics are being tabulated and should be available at 

the November meeting.  He reported that a Post Certified officer who had indicated that he would 

be leaving has decided to stay so that keeps the POST Certified number at 4 officers. 
George Linkletter arrived at 7:36PM. 

 

Capt. Barnard reported that he, the Chief, Ed Siergiej and Nic Marsicano will be meeting 
with Northeast Communications Services on Friday to discuss the placement of Lake Patrol 

equipment on the new patrol boat.  He advised that he has seen the new boat and it is a beauty, 

and thanked those involved for working to get this new patrol boat.   
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Joe Wodarski, Public Safety Committee Co-Chairman reported that the committee had 

met and discussed the end of the season, the delivery of the new boat, the patrol/delegate 
appreciation dinner with a possible date of November 4.  It was noted that Mr. Marsicano and Mr. 

Howarth would be at the NALMS conference then.  Other dates were suggested, availability of 

the Lake Club will be checked and then new dates will be circulated. 

 
Chairman’s Report:  Phyllis Schaer, Chairman reported that the new Patrol Boat has 

been insured by the Town of Sherman, it is being outfitted for Patrol use and if received before 

the lake goes down will be taken out this year, if not, in the spring.  Sale of McKee II was 
discussed with offers up to five thousand ($5,000.00) dollars for the boat, motor and trailer.  It 

was noted that a compression test on the engine would be needed before that price would be 

confirmed.  Discussion continued and with no further discussion Jerry Murphy moved to 
authorize Larry Marsicano to handle the transaction on the sale of McKee II package for the best 

offer.  Seconded by Dan Rosemark and voted with all in favor. 

 

 Mrs. Schaer reported that Larry Marsicano and Mark Howarth will be attending the 
NALMS conference in Banff, Canada November 1 to November 4.  Mr. Marsicano has received a 

grant from WCSU for a portion of the expenses.  As both Mr. Howarth and Mr. Marsicano will 

be attending some workshops on Community Outreach and Education, Mrs. Schaer asked if some 
funds from the Education Reserve Fund could be used to cover the cost of the workshops.  

George Linkletter moved to expend not to exceed four hundred ($400.00) from the Education 

Reserve fund to cover the cost of the workshops at the NALMS conference.  Seconded by Joe 
Wodarski and voted with all in favor. 

Mrs. Schaer updated the delegates on the Lake Management Task Force that New Milford Mayor 

David Gronbach will host hosting she in working with Mr. Howarth on the structure, dates and 

attendees including a Skype talk from LG Sonics on Blue Green Algae control using ultrasonics.  
She noted that program is evolving and that they hope to start meeting in November. 

 

 She has contacted Larry McCord from Santee Cooper on the Grass Carp Program as they 
already have an extensive program and she wants to ask about the use of algaecides and 

herbicides and the effects on the fish. 

 

She addressed the CLA budget and financial health noting: “I want to thank out staff, 
Marine Patrol, our Board and the Municipal Leaders who have worked in a positive, collaborative 

manner to accomplish our goal of a balanced budget.  This was not accomplished by one person.  

It is the cooperative result of several years work following a path jointly agreed upon, with 
guidance from our Auditor, which first required careful evaluation and crafting of a budget based 

on historical averaging of actual expenses, support of our Municipal leaders, and updates to our 

Quick Books system including reports and a revised listing of accounts.  We continue to 
following the board approved Financial Plan and implementation as per our auditor’s advice.”  

She also thanked the Town of Sherman for recommending the present auditor.  She reported on 

the financial problem with the Town of New Fairfield noting that the Board of Selectmen have 

not released the encumbered portion of the Appropriation asking the CLA to open a separate bank 
account for the Education Reserve Fund.  Mrs. Schaer advised that she had been corresponding 

with First Selectman Chapman who had advised her that a motion made by the Board of Finance 

at their April 13 meeting has as one of the requirements for releasing the money is “that CLA sets 
up a separate bank account for restricted funds…….”  Mrs. Schaer advised that she responded to 

Ms. Chapman  “….The CLA discussed the need for a separate bank account with our auditor and 

she indicated that there is absolutely no need for a separate bank account.  It would actually 
increase the risk of errors occurring and reduce the effectiveness of our internal accounting 

controls.  The auditor said that as long as we set up separate accounts (meaning accounts in the 
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QuickBooks accounting system, not bank accounts) for recording and tracking as she discussed in 

detail with us, we would be able to properly record and track our grants and restricted funds.  
Please refer to the management comment letter from our Auditor attached to this email.  Again, 

there is no reference to setting up a separate bank account.   I have again confirmed this with our 

Auditor.”  Mr. Hodge advised that once the budget has passed at the Town Meeting the issue is 

no longer with the Board of Finance, it now falls to the Board of Selectmen.  It is a simple 
solution, set up a separate account and they will unencumber the funds.    Mrs. Schaer advised 

that would be going against the recommendations of our Auditor.  The Auditor also commented 

to Mrs. Schaer that “…..every time you add another bank account, it adds to your risk of 
recording errors, leads to inefficiencies and deteriorates your internal controls.  You do not need a 

bank account.”  

 
Mrs. Schaer advised that the CLA has compiled a balanced budget, and removed the 

negative unassigned and still New Fairfield refuses to unencumber the funds.  Mr. Lohan asked 

can we resolve this and move on?  The funds were always identified and reported, the cash was 

always there and although the previous audit did show negative funds it did not specifically 
identify the funds, the Education Funds were not touched.  Discussion continued with the idea for 

the CLA to attend the October 13th Board of Selectman’s meeting in New Fairfield to address this 

item.  
 

George Linkletter asked about the transfer of title of the new patrol boat from the Town 

of Sherman to the CLA – he was advised that this is in the works.   
 

It was noted that at the Executive Committee meeting it was suggested that the annual 

Clean Up be renamed to include Frank Cioffi a former delegate and clean up captain.  Jerry 

Murphy moved to rename the Annual Clean Up to the Frank Cioffi and John Marsicano 
Memorial Clean Up, seconded by Mark Toussaint and voted with all in favor. 

 

Vice Chairman’s Report: Vice Chairman Mark Toussaint noted he would report under 
Watershed Management. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Bill Lohan, Treasurer, reported as of September 30th 25% of the 

fiscal year is gone and 68% of funding from the Towns has been received (Brookfield, New 
Milford and Sherman have paid in full $76,800 each, Danbury has paid one quarter $19,800 and 

New Fairfield has paid $10,588 and other income of $10,000 making total income at 50% of 

budget. Expenses should be 25% year to date and he advised that Administration is at 31%, 
Equipment/Facilities 21%, Public Safety 41%, Public Awareness 22% and Watershed 

Management 12% making the total year to date expenditures 28% of the total just slightly above 

the 25%.  Mr. Hodge asked if the other income was budgeted – Yes it was. 
 

 Mr. Lohan reported that both Public Awareness and Equipment and Facilities have gone 

over on a line item and made a motion to authorize the committees to exceed their line items as 

long as they did don exceed their total budget, seconded by Mark Toussaint.  Discussion 
followed.  Mr. Lohan noted he could present line items and amounts at next meeting.  Before a 

vote, Mr. Lohan moved to table his motion to the November meeting, seconded by George 

Linkletter and voted with all in favor.  Motion tabled to the November meeting. 
 

Mr. Lohan reported that bank accounts at Webster Bank were closed and new accounts 

were opened at Union Savings Bank.  Mr. Hodge asked how many bank accounts were 
transferred from Webster to Union Savings – Mr. Lohan advised two. 
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Mr. Lohan advised that budgets for 2017-2018 need to be completed by the end of 

October to be discussed at the Finance Committee Meeting on November 2.  Mrs. Schaer asked 
all Committee Chairs that for any expenses that are not regular or that may be unanticipated to 

provide information and explanation for the request. 

 

Executive Director:  Larry Marsicano, Executive Director, advised his report is attached 
to these minutes and then noted the highlights.  He cited Water Quality monitoring, Cyanotoxon 

monitoring, he advised that WCSU will be purchasing a Fluorimeter which is a device that will 

measure pigments unique to Blue Green Algae, the CLA will pay a small portion of the cost from 
the Blue Green Algae Program funds.  He reported on a recent FirstLight Press release regarding 

the deep drawdown this year.  Discussion followed on a letter (a draft of which is attached to his 

report) advising how to conduct an effective drawdown.  Bill Lohan moved to approve the letter 
which is in Draft Form as part of Mr. Marsicano’s report, seconded by Chris Robinson and 

discussion followed.  It was suggested that Mr. Marsicano should call Mr. Piermarini of 

FirstLight before sending the letter, the letter should be cc: to Len Greene of FLPR and the Lake 

Town CEO’s.    After the phone call you may have assurance that they will conduct and effective 
drawdown, further discussion indicted that it would be good to send the information on an 

effective drawdown for their information and records. Mr. Toussaint advised that the CLA needs 

to be on the record on how to do an effective drawdown, an ineffective one is unacceptable.  Mr. 
Marsicano noted that when he asked at the Technical Committee meeting the response from 

FLPR was it is economic based.  Mr. Toussaint noted that “the public expects the CLA to act.”  

Bill Lohan noted that Larry could call Mr. Piermarini directly and then send letter as a follow up 
to the conversation.  Mr. Hodge noted that approach is reasonable.  It was added to modify the 

letter to reference the phone call and if they agreed to the effective drawdown then thank them for 

their efforts as well.  Mr. Lohan and Mr. Robinson agreed to add that FLPR should be called 

prior to sending the letter and that in addition to the Town CEO's it should be cc: to Len Green, 
with no further discussion the motion was voted as amended with all in favor.   

He referenced the Public Safety issue in his report of having LPO's enforce Public Disturbance 

laws which is being considered by local legislators.  He advised that the town of New Fairfield is 
considering hiring an independent company to conduct a watershed study.  Jim MacAlister from 

the public addressed the Board “Shouldn’t there be outrage on how New Fairfield is acting?”  

Mrs. Schaer advised that it would be better if coming from the residents, Mr. Marsicano 

expressed his frustration, and Mr. Linkletter called for a point of order that chastising New 
Fairfield was not on the agenda.  Mrs. Schaer moved on. 

  

Public Education Director/Public Awareness Committee: 
Mark Howarth, Public Education Director, noted his report is attached to these minutes. 

He advised that Pubic Awareness is working on the annual appeal letter and they would like it to 

go out the week after Thanksgiving.  He will be meeting with our mail service to update out mail 
list.  He will be on the water helping retrieve buoys for the next two weeks. 

 

Equipment/Facilities:  In the absence of the Committee Chairman, Mr. Marsicano noted 

that he had been advised by the Chairman that there were no issues with the ARKII, McKee I, 
and Steigercraft.  The New buoys have been ordered.  They would like to find indoor storage for 

the donated 1952 Chris Craft. 

 
  Watershed Management Committee: Mark Toussaint, Committee Chairman noted that 

the committee is working on the items for the Task Force Meetings.  He noted that regarding the 

panel presentation held in Danbury sponsored by New Fairfield had some conflicting issues, e.g. 
phosphorus low but suggests using alum, and nitrogen is low, so how does it effect the picture?  

What is causing the algae blooms and why now?  If levels are stable why is it happening now, is a 
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piece of the puzzle missing?  Mr. Marsicano added that phosphorus levels have gone down over 

time and that usually means successful lake management but there has to be something else going 
on in the water. 

 

Old Business:  None 

 
New Business:  None   

 

With no further business to come before the Candlewood Lake Authority, Chris 
Robinson moved to adjourn the meeting seconded by Bill Lohan. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 P. M. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

George Linkletter, Secretary 
Frances Frattini, Administrative Coordinator 

 

r/b/ljm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These minutes are not considered official until they have been approved at 

the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Candlewood Lake Authority. 
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Executive Director’s Report 
October 3, 2016 

Larry Marsicano 

The following report summarizes Executive Director activities from September 9, 2016 to 

October 3, 2016. 

Water Quality 

Water quality monitoring of Squantz Pond and Candlewood Lake occurred on September 

23rd and September 27th, respectively.  Secchi transparency was 4.21 m at Squantz Pond.  

Secchi transparency at Candlewood ranged from 2.09 m (Sherman Site) to 3.19 m (New 

Milford Site) and averaged 2.80 m based on the four sites (see Fig. 1).  A notable difference 

observed between the two lakes was the highly concentrated lens of cyanobacteria at 9 m 

depth at Squantz while little blue-green algae were observed in the water column at 

Candlewood Lake (see Fig. 2).  The dominant taxonomic group at Candlewood was the 

Green Algae (Chlorophyta) with a diversity of genera observed under the microscope. 
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Figure 1. Chlorophyll-a and Secchi transparency at four sites on Candlewood 

Lake in 2014, 2015 and 2016. 
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Cyanotoxin Monitoring, Public Seminar & Meeting with State 
The final samples for the cyanotoxin analyses were collected from public beaches on 

Candlewood, Squantz and Zoar on September 8th.  Results for those samples were all <0.1 

ppb of microcystin.  Concentrations of microcystins from any site throughout the season 

never exceded 1 ppb, almost all were <0.5 ppb and many <0.1 ppb.  

On Thursday, September 22nd CLA co-sponsored with WCSU a “Science at Night” Seminar 

where Dr. Ed Wong and I gave Power Point presentations we had created.  My presentation 

included background information on cyanobacteria, some working theories regarding 

recent blooms, and results from the toxin monitoring program.  Dr. Wong discussed his 

research on cyanobacteria DNA, specifically the genes for toxin production. 

On September 30th, I was contacted by the CT DEEP.  They will be planning a conference 

call with Dr. Wong and me to discuss our program and results.  

Upcoming Deep Drawdown 
Earlier in the month, we notified the CEOs of the FirstLight press release regarding the 

deep drawdown.  The press release stated that the drawdown will start in November, will 

be returned to recreational levels by early April, and that it is intended to help manage the 

milfoil.  We advised the CEOs that for an effective milfoil management with the drawdown, 

Figure 2. Relative blue-green cell concentration profiles 

from the New Fairfield Site (Candlewood Lake) on 

September 27th and from Squantz Pond on September 23rd. 
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targeted depth needs to be reached by mid-December to very early in January to ensure 

that the exposed sediments have time to dewater before subzero temperatures.  

It was recommended by one of the CEOs that we draft a letter requesting a drawdown as 

described above and circulate it to the CEOs for their signature before sending it to 

FirstLight.  A draft of that letter is attached to this report. 

Public Safety 
I attended the meeting in New Fairfield with Mr. Jay Adolf, some of his neighbors, Sen. 

Michael McLachlan, and Rep. Rich Smith on September 15th regarding legislative measures 

to address excessive noise on the lake.  Rep. Smith offered to raise a bill that would allow 

LPOs to enforce Creating a Public Disturbance (53a-181a).  I advised of the number of steps 

require for this to happen, e.g. change in the MOA between CT DEEP and CLA, support from 

CLA and from CEOs of member muncipalities, additional training of CLAMP officers if all 

LPOs are to enforce since most are not POST certified, etc.  I also advised the legislators to 

meet and speak with our Public Safety Committee or Chair(s) before raising a bill.  I also 

advised that we continue to offer transportation to local PDs to enforce laws. 

Senator McLachlan raised the concept of cross border help / mutual aid MOUs between 

towns.  He also advised that he has supported the City of Danbury buying a Police Boat for 

the Lake. 

New Fairfield BOF Meeting On  September 21st  
First Selectman Chapman of the Town of New Fairfield appears to be moving forward on 

lake issues independantly of the other towns and with the intent of going forward without 

the involvement and expertise of the CLA.   

At the New Fairfield Board of Finance meeting of September 21st, Ms. Chapman discussed 

her reasons for the proposal to set  aside approximately $30,000 for a watershed study by 

Solitude Lake Management (See https://vimeopro.com/user53774442/town-of-new-

fairfield-board-of-finance/video/183818134 between minutes 53:36 thru 54:45).  Ms. 

Chapman states the she has been working to find some kind of solution for the blue-green 

algae problem and milfoil.  She will be meeting with President of Solitude and they might 

need money to possibly give them to put a plan together for them.  She stated “it is really 

time to start taking action.” 

I never received a response from Ms. Chapman after I offered on August 2nd to meet  to 

discuss EPA’s 9 Minimum Element Watershed Plan.  Although not known  for watershed 

planning, Mr. Bellaud, the President of Solitude, has worked with Dr. Knoecklein on other 

projects together and was one of the panelists at the September 13th event that came about 

https://vimeopro.com/user53774442/town-of-new-fairfield-board-of-finance/video/183818134
https://vimeopro.com/user53774442/town-of-new-fairfield-board-of-finance/video/183818134
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after the July 26th meeting of John Hodge, Susan Chapman, and Dr. Knoecklein at the home 

of Mr. Hodge.  Dr. Knoecklein, on the other hand, has recently completed a 9 Minimum 

Element Watershed Plan for the Lake Pocotopaug Commission of East Hampton, 

Connecticut. 

Also at the meeting, Board of Finance member John Hodge informed the other members 

that the CLA’s unassigned balance was no longer negative and in fact positive.  He also 

advised… 

The only thing left to discuss now is… the motion basically says don’t forget the 

money that was missing was from an education fund and that the Town, Board of 

Selectmen, are in control of that money now to put back into the education fund and 

that we had asked at that time that it be a segragated fund. I think that is the only 

discussion left at this point is how are they going to segragate it so that it can’t 

mistakenly be used for anything else other that what is was intended to be used for… 

(see minute 1:59:30 of the link above for full discussion) 

We shared this with Mayor Gronbach of New Milford who replied “I don't agree with the 

setting of conditions and I support the immediate disbursement of the funding. Please let them 

know.”  First Selectman Dunn of Brookfield has also sent along his support of the Mayor’s 

position. 

Additional Thoughts on the September 13th Panel Discussion 

Phosphorus Reduced; Successful Lake Management 

At the panel discussion Dr. Knoecklein noted a reduction in total phosphorus 

concentrations over time in Candlewood Lake which of by itself would be considered an 

improvement in water quality and successful lake management.  In the scientific paper 

Statistical Assessment of Long-term Trends for Management of Candlewood Lake, 

Connecticut, USA  submitted to Lake and Reservior Management for publication, Kohli et. al. 

states, “… there has been a modest improvement in the trophic condition over time, likely 

attributed to a combination of the winter drawdown program and other long-term 

management efforts.” 1  Despite the success, CLA has so far been left off of the panel and 

don’t appear to be in New Fairfield’s near term plans with regards to the lake. 

CLA Data Questionable?  

Late in 2012, the municipal CEOs at that time met with FirstLight who had hired and 

brough Dr. Knoecklein to a meeting to discuss water quality concerns.  CLA was not invited.  

                                                           
1 P. Kohlia,, P. A. Siver, L. J. Marsicano, J. S. Hamer and A. M. Coffin. In Review. Statistical Assessment of Long-
term Trends for Management of Candlewood Lake, Connecticut, USA. Lake and Reservoir Management 
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At the meeting Dr. Knoecklein raised concerns about the validity of the data CLA had 

collected over time, so much so that New Fairfield Director of Health, Tim Simpkins, who 

was attending requested that Dr. Knoecklein present his data supporting his concerns.  

When he did not, Mr. Simpkins requested that Dr. Knoecklein attend a meeting in Hartford 

at CT DEEP offices which I was also invited to.  Dr. Knoecklein did not explain his concerns 

at the meeting either.  However, those concerns precipitated the CEOs to contract with a 

third party to determine if Dr. Knoecklein’s concerns were valid.  In his May 2014 report, 

the third party consultant, Dr. Mark June-Wells, did not reach the conclusions of Dr. 

Knoecklein.  However, Dr. Knoecklein’s views continued to be shared by others, including 

John Hodge and New Milford Councilman Paul Szymanski, at other public meetings.  For 

example, in the tape from the New Fairfield Shoreline Stabilization meeting in December of 

2014, Mr. Hodge is heard saying: 

“Just to be clear, and I don’t know if it is true or not because… George Knoecklein’s 

problem was that he didn’t believe the data collection… done properly… that was one 

of his issues… in another report… and he (Knoecklein) is not a jerk and didn’t say this 

publically so at the end of the day… we just want to be sure we keep all… open.” 

This indictment also surfaced in New Milford budget deliberations of March 16, 2015.  In 

the minutes from that joint meeting of the Town Council and BOF when discussing the 

CLA’s budget proposal it reads… 

Mr. Szymanski stated a delegate of the CWLA (CLA) from another town reached out 

to him (he does not know if this is public knowledge) and told him some unsettling 

information based on factual information.  This person was a huge advocate of the 

CWLA. He (Szymanksi) agrees with a lower appropriation at this time. 

New Milford CLA Delegate Joe Wodarski would later hear Mr. Symanski at the April 6, 2015 

New Milford Republican Town Committee meeting clarify that the unsettling information 

was the quality of CLA’s monitoring data. 

At the recent panel discussion, the quality of the CLA’s data was not discussed and in fact 

appears to be consistent with that Dr. Knoecklein has collected in recent years. 

Drawdowns Impacting Water Quality? 

In the October 9, 2013 edition of the Citizen News, Selectman Susan Chapman who was 

running for First Selectman was quoted by the paper during an interview by the paper 

saying: 

There was a report from Dr. George Knoecklein (Lake Scientist) commissioned 2 

years prior by New Fairfield and FirstLight which suggested that the water quality 

had declined to a point where there were serious questions about the future health of 
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the lake. The report suggested that yearly drawdowns of the lake water, although 

somewhat successful in a limited control of the milfoil, should cease because the 

drawdowns may have been a source of declining water quality. 

In an October 6, 2014 letter from FirstLight to the Candlewood CEOs, it states:  

… Apparently for the first time, the evaluation of the accumulated data suggested 

that phosphorus levels (the limiting nutrient causing cyanobacteria growth) in the 

lake are already high enough to cause periodic cyanobacteria blooms—which the 

report stated have already occurred – and that there could be a link between higher 

phosphorus levels and winter drawdown…  

Because FirstLight manages the winter drawdown, we felt obliged to determine if the 

drawdown could be causing further harm to the health of the lake. We contracted 

directly with Dr. Knoecklein to develop hypotheses about phosphorus sources in 

Candlewood Lake, the relationship between phosphorus and cyanobacteria blooms, 

and possible future management scenarios for protecting the lake into the future… 

There was no discussion of the impacts of the drawdown on the water quality of the lake at 

the panel discussion of  September 13th. 

Other 
On the morning of September 20th we helped put on and attended a breakfast for the 

members of the New Fairfield Senior Environment Corps who collect water samples at sites 

along the shore of the lake for E. coli analyses each week from Memorial Day thru Labor 

Day. 

On the moring of Saturday, September 24th I provided a program to the New Milford Boy 

Scout Troop who had camped on Green Island. 

We are providing an educational program for the Still River Alliance on morning of October 

4th.  

I am meeting on October 19th with the New Milford Planner, Kathy Castagnetta,  and 

Wetlands Enforcement Officer, Jim Ferlow at the request of Ms. Castagnetta to discuss lake 

issues. 

I will be presenting to the WCSU Conservation Ecology Class at the request of Dr. Thomas 

Philbrick. 
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October 3, 2016 

 
Mr. Stuart Piermarini 
Manager, Engineering and Compliance 
FirstLight Power Resources 
143 West Street, Ste. E 
New Milford, CT 06776 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Piermarini: 

This past summer Candlewood Lake once again experienced a choking abundance of large 
stands of Eurasian watermilfoil throughout much of the lake, most prevalent in our coves 
and recreational areas, hampering swimming, boating and recreational activities, and 
precipitating declining property sales along the lake as a direct result. 

Recent research as well as past historical data has provided a clear understanding on the 
parameters that create an effective drawdown to control the spread and growth of milfoil.1 
We are writing to request that this year’s deep drawdown be performed following as 
closely as possible guidelines used by your predecessors prior to 1999.  From its 
implementation in the early 1980s up through the late 1990s, deep drawdowns were 
performed as follows: 

1. Drawdown starts in early November 
2. The target depth (418 to 419 feet above sea level, CL&P datum) is reached between 

December 15th and January 1st 
3. The target depth is maintained at about that level for approximately 60 days 
4. The lake is returned to recreational levels by mid-April 

Both deep and alternate year drawdowns (422 to 424 feet above sea level) that followed 
these guidelines historically provided the best results in managing the Eurasian 
watermilfoil that has plagued the lake.  Even as recently as 2007, following a deep 

                                                           
1 T. Lonegan, L. Marsicano, & M. Wagener. 2014. A laboratory examination of the effectiveness of a winter 
seasonal lake drawdown to control invasive Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum). Lake and 
Reservoir Management. 30(4):381-392 
(http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10402381.2014.954736)  
 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10402381.2014.954736
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drawdown similar to that described above, only 221 acres of milfoil was mapped that 
August.2  Conversely in recent years, total acreage of milfoil was: 

 477 acres in 2014 following an alternate year shallow drawdown,  
 A record 441 acres following the deep drawdown of 2015,3  
 Estimated 500 acres following the 2016 alternate year shallow drawdown.4 

Drawdowns in those years reached target depth about mid-January or later and were 
shorter in duration.  These types of drawdowns reduce efficacy by reducing or eliminating 
time necessary for targeted lands to dewater and dry sufficiently to allow for subfreezing 
temperature and destruction of Eurasian water milfoil root stock.  Delayed or late season 
drawdowns provide greater chance for only minimal control  (if any) and greater 
opportunity to cover target areas with a layer of insulating ice and/or snow  before subzero 
temperatures can be reached, severely limiting any potential beneficial weed control. 

We understand that mechanical issues have hampered the drawdown in some years, e.g. 
last year.  We also acknowledge that deep drawdowns may not be required in the future as 
the triploid grass carp program takes full effect.  But until then, it is imperative that the 
milfoil is effectively managed with the method that has been successful in the past and 
evolved through a collaborative effort between the community and the former licensee, 
CL&P. 

The original language of Article 403 in your June 2004 FERC license clearly ties milfoil 
control to lake levels, i.e. drawdowns.  The revised language following the FERC Order on 
Rehearing in November of 2004 provided the licensee some operational latitude with the 
caveat that actual drawdown elevation limits in any given winter were to be determined by 
the licensee in consultation with a technical committee comprised of the licensee, 
representatives of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, and the Candlewood Lake Authority.  The CLA did make a 
request at the March 22, 2016 meeting of the Technical Committee for a more effective 
deep drawdown in 2017 after learning of the record acreage of milfoil in 2015 following a 
late and shortened deep drawdown.  However the request was declined by FirstLight due 
to its economic reasons relating to loss of profit and constraints in reacting to an important 
energy markets between Christmas and New Year’s. 

There are other economic considerations that are being factored by elected leaders in 
surrounding towns.  In 2001, an economic study on the value of a healthy and balanced 
Candlewood Lake predicted considerable loss of property value and municipal tax 
                                                           
2 G.J. Bugbee, R. Selsky, and M. Marko. 2007. Invasive Aquatic Plants in Lakes Candlewood, Lillinonah, and 
Zoar Monitoring Report, 2007. Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station. 
(http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/documents/publications/bulletins/b1017.pdf) 
3 G. Bugbee & J. Fanzutti.  2016. Monitoring Report: Invasive Aquatic Plants – Candlewood Lake, Squantz 
Pond, Lake Lillinonah and Lake Zoar. Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station at p. 9 
(http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/invasive_aquatic_plant_program/pdf_reports/firstlightbulletin2015__4-
12-16.pdf)  
4 Personal communication with Greg Bugbee, Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station on September 27, 
2016 
 

http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/documents/publications/bulletins/b1017.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/invasive_aquatic_plant_program/pdf_reports/firstlightbulletin2015__4-12-16.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/caes/lib/caes/invasive_aquatic_plant_program/pdf_reports/firstlightbulletin2015__4-12-16.pdf


3 
 

revenues should the lake become unfit to swim and boat.5  Results of this study 
corroborated other similar studies in Connecticut.6  We are now seeing these predictions 
realized as we receive reports from realtors that sales on lakefront properties are being 
lost due to conditions on the lake 

Other CLA efforts using GIS, parcel data, and Assessors’ data from Sherman, New Milford 
and New Fairfield reveal that just the residential properties abutting the 440 foot contour 
on Candlewood generate over 13 million dollars in tax revenues. When you factor in tax 
revenues from the non-waterfront homes in the 60+ lake communities, tax districts, and 
homeowner associations as well as commerce due to the lake, these economic 
considerations are quite considerable. 

We are making this request again upon the recommendation of several of the Chief Elected 
Officials of the Candlewood municipalities.  We would be happy to meet with FirstLight and 
the CEOs regarding this important matter and/or attend another meeting of the Technical 
Committee should that be necessary.  We trust that we can resolve this issue within the 
local community and appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

CANDLEWOOD LAKE AUTHORITY 

 

 

Phyllis Schaer 

CLA Chairman 

 

 

cc:  Mark Boughton, Mayor, City of Danbury 
Clay Cope, First Selectman, Town of Sherman 
David Gronbach, Mayor, Town of New Milford 
Steve Dunn, First Selectman, Town of Brookfield  
Susan Chapman, First Selectman, Town of New Fairfield 

 

                                                           

5 S. DeLoughy & L. Marsicano. 2001. Economic Evaluation of Candlewood Lake with Alternative Water Quality 
Categories.  Ancell School of Business, Western Connecticut State University. Danbury, CT.  Candlewood Lake 
Authority, Sherman, CT. (http://media.wix.com/ugd/c55130_a68341931ab68e175c7f486a1d306504.pdf)  
6 K.J. Fishman, R.L. Leonard and F.A. Shah. 1998. Economic Evaluation of Connecticut Lakes with Alternative 
Water Quality Levels. University of Connecticut, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Department of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics. Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, 
Bureau of Water Management.  http://www.coventryct.org/DocumentCenter/View/517  
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October 5, 2016 

Public Education 
Mark Howarth                                                                                          
 

 
 
Blue-Green Algae Public Presentation: 
 

   
 
On September 22nd at Western Connecticut State University, we hosted a public blue-
green algae presentation titled Blue-Green Algae:  The Local Impact of a Growing 
Global Problem. 
 
Larry Marsicano presented for the Candlewood Lake Authority.  His talk was titled 
“What’s all the fuss with blue-green algae?”  He discussed what blue-green algae is and 
how it functions in a lake such as Candlewood.  He also discussed our history here on 
Candlewood with blue-green algae as well as the testing program that WestConn has 
been conducting and how it has helped the towns and their health departments to better 
understand conditions at their beaches. 
 
Edwin Wong, Ph.D., Molecular Biology at WestConn, gave a talk titled “Molecular 
Analysis of Cyanobacteria in Candlewood Lake & the Housatonic River”.  In his 
presentation he discussed how blue-greens work, why some of them produce toxins 
and his work analyzing water samples for blue-greens at different depths in the water 
column from samples collected by the CLA. 
 
We had a good turnout for the event, with nearly 70 in attendance that night.  Following 
the presentations, we had a period of questions and answers by those in attendance 
where a number of good questions were asked. 
 
The presentation was filmed by WestConn’s media department and they are currently 
editing the piece and expect to send it to us so that we can hopefully make it available 
to the public, for those who were unable to attend in person. 
 



 
New Fairfield Day: 

 
On September 17th we took part in New Fairfield Day.  We had a booth spot up by the 
New Fairfield Senior Center which is where they were offering rides in a horse-drawn 
wagon.  Since most of the activity in that location was geared towards children I brought 
the Enviroscape which is something that the kids have always enjoyed. 
 
We did get a good amount of kids and parents coming to the booth to learn about our 
watershed and see how pollutants can enter the lake via runoff. 
 
As always the kids had a good time spraying the water bottles and “making it rain”. 
 
 
Newsletter: 
 
We are in the process of putting out a newsletter to our electronic media list.  The focus 
of the newsletter is a recap of the summer here on the lake, with a special focus on 
water quality; especially blue-green algae as well as the milfoil season. 
 
 
Helping Out: 

 
Larry and I gave Nic a hand and helped him remove the dock for the winter on Deer 
Island. 
 
I also went out with Larry for a day and helped him with September’s water quality 
monitoring on Candlewood. 


